
Conference Wrap-Up

On November 9 and 10th 2025,
OSCA/ACOSO hosted its sold out two-day
conference at the Hilton
Mississauga/Meadowvale Hotel, hosting
Guidance educators from across the
province. This year’s theme: “Leadership
Starts Here: Empowering Leaders,
Inspiring Change” focused on the role of
Guidance Educators as leaders to their
students, and leaders within their school
communities. Both days of the conference
allowed educators to reflect on strategies,
programming, and advancements in the
skilled trades, allowing them to share ideas
and prepare for the ever-evolving
landscape of guidance and career
education in Ontario.

On Sunday, our keynote speaker was the
best selling leadership author, educator,
and speaker Drew Dudley. Both TIME
Magazine and Business Insider have called
Drew’s presentation, “One of the ten
speeches that will make you a better
leader”. This rang true with all conference
attendees who were reminded of the
impact they hold, and the power it takes to
recognize leadership in their students.
Drew shared strategies around impact,
empathy, courage, empowerment, equity,
and self-respect, as well as how important
it is for educators to also take a few
minutes each day to take care of
themselves - a sometimes impossible task,
when so much is given to their students
every moment of every day. 

On Monday, we welcomed New York Times’
bestselling author Neil Pasricha, who
passionately shared the importance of
mental health, and the key overlaps between
doing what you love with what pays well and
what you’re good at. Neil reminded
educators about the importance of taking a
few minutes out of each day to re-centre and
to remember to reach out to those we love
and care about. Both Drew and Neil provided
signed copies of their books which were
raffled off as prizes to our conference goers,
and were an invigorating start to each day of
the conference.
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The conference is made possible by the
generosity of our many sponsors and
exhibitors. Our delegates networked with,
and received resources from, 65
organizations who support guidance and
career education in Ontario. It was thrilling
to be able to award some lucky delegates
with door prizes throughout the
conference. 
We are looking forward to next year’s
conference to reconnect with our
guidance colleagues and to welcome new
attendees. OSCA/ACOSO is incredibly
grateful to all of those who made this
year’s conference possible and to the
delegates who invested their time to
develop their practice as guidance
educators. Thank you also to our OSCA
Board of Directors for all of their hard work
in making this year’s conference a huge
success.

This year, OSCA/ACOSO also hosted a
Skilled Trades Plenary called “Tool Time”,
where speakers from organizations
promoting the skilled trades shared the
trajectories of the labour market, and how
educators need to continue to expose
students to the expansive pathways within
the trades. Additionally, there was a broad
list of workshops offered, all aimed at
providing Guidance educators with
resources and opportunities to delve
deeper into topics such as: postsecondary
pathways, financial planning, and student
engagement. Each delegate was able to
tailor their conference experience to their
own interests, leaving with new ideas and
inspiration to bring back to their schools.
We are grateful to our presenters for
sharing their time so that we could all
enjoy this valuable opportunity to learn
alongside our Guidance colleagues from
across the province.

A Huge Congratulations to our Grand Prize Winners!


